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1. (U) Attached as Iuclosure 1 are the latest "Lessons Learned”
-;sron counterinrurgency operations in the Republic of Vietnas.
-

J 2. (0) The information coutained in "Lessons Learned"” is primsrily

--ﬂ.ntendei for use by US Advisors in Vietnam. Lessous msy be of valwme for

?irect application, or they may simply reinforce existing tactics, tech-
niques, or doctrine.

3. (CMHA) This document is classified CONFIDENTIAL to permit free-
dom of expression and careful anslysis of operational methods and tactics
of the Republic cof Vietnam Armed Forces, to protect US advisor-counter—
part relations and to deny any possible use by insurgenr forces. Special
*..2iing is rezguired under the applicable pruvisions of DA-DCHI(A) when
r: ».25ed to friendly nations. Release to perscunel of the Republic of
Vietnan will be governed by thie provisions of MACV Memo 6, 13 Oct 62 and
MAAG Mewo 380-4, 6 Nov 62. Sanitized versioas of this information omit-
ting dates, names of locations and participoting personnel and wmits may
he preparced for instructional purposes and/or official US Army publica-
tions.

4. (U) Cowments, questions and requests for chenges in distribution
should be addressed to this headquarters, ATIN: O&T Divisiom, USASEC.

FOR THE CHIE¥:

s/t FELIX KAMPSCHORGER
Lt Col, AGC Adjctant
Adjutant
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SUBJECY: Lessons Learned Fumber 33: Utilizatiom of Milfitary Sogs (0)

T0: See Distribution

1. ﬁ(::m:mn: S—"")
a. primary purpose of this Lessoms Lesrmed is to portray the

proper utiiiration of military dogs in the cosnferinsmxpency cuviroament
in Vietnam. Sioce My successes end-faflUres entomntered TIn be treced
back to the training, care, health and housekeepiug of the dogs when not
vu actual operations, ~w-idrrable discdssion will be devoted to detziis
of these aspects of the general subject. Becanse this topic is oue with
which relatively few are intimately famdlar 6 portioms of this paper will
be more instructiomal than the norn. However, it sust mot be regarded as
an aill inclusive reference. \J

ueathetanduu:ltlocatim tionally, scwe operiatiomzl techmiques
apply only in ene portiom of EVE Y
parameters between geographical "areas.

2. (POUD) Present Republic of Vietnam Armed ¥orces (RVEAY) Military
Dog Organirzation (See Inclosure 1). ’

a. Sentry Dogs. Seven sentry dog platoons are operatiocoal. They
are azsigned by platoons or by portioms thereof to the missfon of security
of Army of Vietnan (AXVN) logistical installations, Vietnsmeme Aixr Force
(M)MummimmmlmhmupiMcm. Platoon
headqsscters are TOE organizaticns. The uait or installation requiring
dogs furnishes the handler.
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b. Scoot Dogs. Five scoot dog plstoon: sxe orgewized. Omc each
iz ascigned 2o rthe four AKVE corps and to the Capital Miilitary District.
These piatoons are separate TOE orgamizstioss (See Isclossre 2).

c. Mlirary Dog Training Cemter. 4 Vietnaarse sssmed zud oper-
ated, US advised training ceater located at Thewk Tuy Ne, troias handler-
dog teams, and retraims teaws and platooms as reguired.

d. Veterimary S>rvice. Two veterimsry climics are opexratiag,
coe each at the training center and one 2t De Exmg. Ar least ome emlfsted
man in each platoou headgquarters has bees traisced as a veterimsry specialist.

3. (0) References. See Inclosure 3.

4. (U} Characteristics of Hilitary Dogs. Scout amd seatry dogs
have caly oae hamiler for each dog amd vice versa. Th2 dog hamdler team
is trained together, assigoed and given wissions as z=n imweparabie pair.

2. Scout dogs are trained to recommoiter paths, trails, romtes
or areas for the pressace of lnnmaas. They rely om their keea semse of ’
smell to detect 2irborne scents vhich come from s mpwind direction. then
a dog is working (iz harmess), be will "alerr”™ vhem he
scent, woually acmming 2 sitting position with bocdy still, ears erect and

L)

» the
the directiou of the umknoen persoe, by arm signal, to the leader of the
tactical wnit. The alerting distamce wvaries greatly accoxding to
of wiml, weather, terrain and vegetation. Ia open zreas sad with
vies onditfoms, dogs can alert up to 300 metess from their gearry. YTikis
can be reduced by intermittent light winds, bucihes and wnderbrush, or raim,
to 50 meters or less. Along trails Iin demse jzngle aress, the imitial
2lexrt often will indicate 2 quarry dowe— Jail, siace dae to the
termitient or zerv wiad comditions, scemts temd to drift alomg trafls. -
Uoder favorzble comditioms, scout dogs can alext om a soise. This ix purt-
icularly troe at =ndght. Scout dogs should sever bark or wikise when workisg
in barness. They are mot txained to be vicioms or to sttack their gasrry.
They mzy be moderately frieodly with persoms other tham their hendiers.
In Vietvam they sxe oot trained to track a spoor, sitheugh they cam “smell

|
|

out” a persom or cache in a covered hole in the » or a persom hiding
undervater while breatbing through a reed. They can asaist sestries when
unite are 2t z kalt or in pomition in the field.

b. Semtry dogs are deliberately traimad to be vicious, to bark
at amy persom zpproaching them, aad to attack if pewmitted. The omly
person they will mot regard as zo ememy is their owa headlex. EBven that
relationship often is a somewhat guarded one. Sentry dogs alert om both
scent and sound.
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5. (COABA) Trmiming. Regardiess of the excnllemce or recestness cof
fornal scheol training, scout dogs mmst wmderge aluost daily formal ebed-
ivare amd reslistic recounaissamee tyainiag. Occasicmally, a dog will be-
come 9o finely trained that he sheuld be given o rest; howevar, in shie
couetry sech & sitwstion definitely is the exception. Contimned lack of
trzining diwmimishes the dog's techmical abiliry, evem results ia kis be-
coming a Misdramce or iisbility. Traiwimg aress sset be safficiently lacge

and varied to precluode over-familizrity and resuiting ia stalesess en
rhoéaoqmrt Sentrv down mrh-nrhlrrl_d an--z'l_gls___-’gj_rg

_-—0 - e e gap—

mlymklyotbi—wu&ly training. mmmuﬁ
attack-suited persomnc]l plss agitation (dclfberately yrovekimg the deg,

encoaraging vicivesness) .

6. (U) Physical condicion. All scout doge need daily stremmous
vhrzical conditiouing. Bot mllym other trsjining, thkis
training often is accomplished by trzil mmxches. The dogs axe colleved
{not barnessed) on the chokza chaim after the other more mewially ‘mwsiing
training has been accoxplished for the day. As with bumen. ., the gs
must be given rest breaks, fregquently so wkro heat is sxcoessive. 0O
stacle comrses also promote phyxical strengthk, as well ar skill.

7. (U) PFood. Dogs are fed once a day. The meal ‘pcindes rice,
beef a2ud vegetables, in proportiocns prescribed by KVEAF. YThe platooun
is issued the ratiom iv fumdis (piastres). The food, except for commencial
US dog meal, is purchsred locally and cooked in the platoom sxea. The
approved daily ration per dog is 490 gm meat (beef, buffalo, etc), 315
gs rice, 175 gm vegetables, 490 gm commercial US dog meal, snd 15 gm salt
for a1 total of 1485 grzmo (1.485 kilograms or 3.3 lba). 3Jwpunts or
proportioes actually im a prepared meal will vary slightly fxom time to
time, depending on local market prices and svailabiiity, accessibiiitvy
of the market, znd operations] envirooment. Bowever, it swst be noted
that toc soch rice and too little meat does mot provide adeguale streagth
to an operational dog. Cless water mmst be furnished several times a
day. In emergencies during operaztiouns, dogs can sebsist on mee” or fish
mizad with rice. This is an inadequate ration and must be used only

infreqmently.

8. (U) Boumsing. Dog shipping crates are perfectly adequste for
use ag temporary kemnels vbem dogs are takem to &o area ia preparatiom
for emplcyment im axn operation. At their pexmsaent base, imdividusl
covered, wooden walled, bat type kesmels elevated sbove the growmmd are
adequate. Primary critevia axe z dry zheiter and a chain Jomg escwgh 2o
permit the dog to move in znd out of the chelter with ease.

3. (U) Trausportation. If 1z fs not esseatial, degirsble or

feasible that the dog be walking, he should be tramsported by truck om
short trips and by zirczalit for icop trips.
UNCLASSIFIED
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10. (CMEA) icssows learncd. The following hints, segpestions amd
mmmfmmmmmmmfmwh—
country. All of the tactical "do's sad domn"tr” stated cam be
suppcrtes by cueceseful and umseccessful cowbet operstioms imvelvisg the
use of dogn. Necords on file cite mmercns cases wvhere dogs hive hoen
solsly respomsibie for discovery and capture of ¥iet Comg perasmsel, aad
for revesling ammbushes. Their work inm romte aad area recommaissesce hes
been excellent.

2. Scoutl dog platoon leaders regquire a warsimg order to prepare
for sn opexation, and a driefing on tle mmjor facets of the plam. PFail-
ure to receive thiz will preclunde proper selectiom and preparatiom of
teams as well as inadequate provision for their logistical support.

b. Scout dogs showld be wxed caly when bemefits can or mmy
accure from their use. For exmmple, if the wit is o meke 2 lomg foor
march tirough sate areas prior to reaching the arca of operatiom, the
dog should not be worked "in harneas™ at the head of the colwmm daring
the entire march. Be will be fatigued whon he is most meeded.

c. Scout dogs are of no valve in mowunted areor operstioms.

d. Bmfitfmmmummumimm
small verits: e.g., patrols sad ambeshes. Mt&ymnaﬂnl-
operation in ciose proximity to lzrge bodies of troops, the attesdant
distractions may well confuse the dog.

e. When troops are negotisting trails im jemgies or other bexvy
vegetation, the dog team should bz om the trail rather tiom In am owtrider

position.

f. On extended operztioms or in aress vhere terrxin inpowes
considersble physicsl exertion, dog teams should be msed in pairs and
alternsted im the working position.

g- Wben operating in flooded rice paddies or zimilar terrxim,
dogs sbould be on the tventy-fivs foot leash rather tham om the shorter
five-foot leash. DNegs ncraxlily cam negotiate the muck amd wire without
excessive difficalty. Randlers, on the vther hemnd, tend o becowe wmired.
Thas, whei-wver possible, the handler should attempt to retain firm feotfng
while working the dog on the iowg lessh. The dog should mot be reguired
to extricate the hoanllisr. A dee fw good phwvsicsl ooaditisa shomid de
capable of six hours of work in paddies.

UNCLASSIFIED
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k. The dog's positien, in relatiom to the palrel or body of
ummthem&a‘thzﬂﬂmbemcd the besi adesmtage.
¥hen advancipg with the wind, » dog im the lead is practically wuseless.
Inmchcaseshesbonldbeattberearvbemmbmfitmbeml—
ized. Im 8 cross wind, the dog may be pisced eitbher to the spwind flank
of the colmmem. Bandiers, sadi sdvisors with the wmit, should
the tactical comsender. A chauge in the dir-
ection of advance may well be tactically mcceptable If it ressits in
dog

shmube-imixdbythcmituanm Also, bodypmard(s} should
accompany the dog and handler under all circtmstaares when nxits are
operating tactically in close proximity to the enemy.

j. To realise the saxisnm benefits from scouat dogs, the mmit
rate of advance pmat be gear=d to that of the dog.

k. The effectiveness of a dog is diminished, or nil, in areas
wbere mumeTous distractions or excessive noise are present. For example,
in villages or populated aresas in the jungle, the dog sbx:ld be taken out
of harness and plsced om a choke chain. (Wben out of harness the dog is

not "working).

1. Dogs sbould peither be expected nor encouraged Lo track spoor
(tr231) on the groand.

m. Either scont or sentry dogs cam be used to "smiff out' enemy
or items of eqnipmect hidden just below the ssxface of the growmd or beaeath
structures when the deceptive ~over is thins.

n. The sckt dog’s first alerz mast be cbeerved and acted upom.
Repeated failure to do so will camee the dog to comclude that be oeed not
"alﬂ't".

0. Yhe scout dog shomid aot be required "o close with the
enewmy, onice locstr?. To do so uenecessarily endimgers both the dog and
handler. Heither ks combat power that can comtribste to the sssealt.

p-. Once —he dog has alerted and the handler has sigasiled, the
tactical waif shonld investigate and clear the areas indicated, usually

by circlisg and approachisg from the flamk(s).

0Bl HANDUNG AUTRORZED UNCLASSIFIED
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a. Scourt dogs may be used oo an catpomt loczted upwiod from the
mit or positiom. At night, signoals can be pemsed back by wgirg a string
between the handler and the wnit positioce.

r. At least ome soldier mmst be awxigaed the job of protecting
the dog handler during operaticss. The handler canmot be expactod to
defend himself while comtrollimg mwd operating the dog. Cemernlly he can-
nct mpke good vse of . xisting cover aml comcealweat.

£. If oo enesy are located by scom: dogs during an operatiom,
commnders and wmit should not regard their performsere as 2 failure
{unless in fact it wag). Ratbher, it sheaid be recogmized that the dogs
did accemplish their migsion in that they patrolled amd sesxched areas
a2nd detetwined the abseocre of enewry. Natorally, this comclusion presopposes

their proper wtilization.

t. Soldiers most oot asswee that thevy are perfectly safe merely
becanse a dog ix with them. This attitede can only lead to disaster in
due time. Yhe milftary dog is a2 resomroe which suppleseants other actiouns
or procedures. It docs Dot replace them.

u. Fcxr extended operztions, it maxy be desirsble to wse beavers
or bodyguxrds to ss=ist in carryfog dog ratioms.

v. In garrison, daily inspections should be made of fcod pre-
orratioz methods, keomels, and dogs.

w. Training aress mcst be large and contaim waried terrain.

x. Dmily training im obedience, scouting amd physical condi-
cioning shomld frequeatly be checked by higher hesdquarters staff officers.
vithort advance noticz=. The rmaxber of dogs present sad ressoms for absences,
duratice of training, quietness of dogs, obedience to hamdlex's oral
commands atd hend sigoals, performsmce in scontisg problems, amd coutrol
by supervisory perscamel are the msjor points to be checked.

y. Scount dogs that hsve not been on operatioms for sa extended
reriod shonld be takem to samli s anxd smtosatic weapoms zangs while
firimg iz being condactad (perheps care a momth) im ornder to maintain
fowilisrity with the moises of battle. Dogs shomid mot, however, be
expoted in close proximity to the firiag of laxrge caliber wesponz such
a5 =coilless rifles.

a. Demnmstrations are a uvseful tool for arguaintisg cemssnders,
staffs and vaits with ~he capebilities sod limitatioms of military dogs.

6_ UNCLASSIFIED
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aa. Toe only puzmishment appropriate for a military dog is a sharp
jerk oa the leash. <Kicking, beating or otherwise abusipg 3 dog are most
harmful in many respects. Comsanders sbocld be encouraged to take dis-
ciplinary action againet anyome who abuses the dogs.

bd. A military dog sust never be rerarded as a pet evem by his
handler. The bhandler-dog relationship is one of master and worker and
ore of only limited friemdship. However, it is perfactly proper for the
tandler to strike his dog and otherwise indicate praise after successful

accomplishment of a task.

cc. Veterinmary technicians anéd handlers should iuspect all dogs
cnd kernmels daily for geperal health, wounds, skin diseases and skin
conditions, and evidence of parasites. Daily grooming a=i Sennel police,
z st in themselves, provide excellent copportumnities for such checxs.

dd. In an enviromment such as RVN vherein the degree of sophis-
tication of the military forces falls appreciable shert of westsrn armies
or where standards or philosophies differ markedly from thoee of western
civilization, centralized control of militarv dogs must be retained.
While splitting a military dog platoon into small packets say prodoce
the advantage of increased availability throughount an area, proper training,
feeding and care can be insured only by keeping platooms intact (except
for operations) and through centralized control. When distance between
a dog platoon and a unit to be supported s great, tramsportation methods
and response techniques must be perfected which will ephance operational

ver of military dogs.

ee. Sco't dogs can necome accustomed eagily to travel in helicopters
and fized wing aircraft. Many dogs require an indtial period of familiar-
ization before they are at ease in this strange environment. The familiar-
ization should be accomplished as training and not as a prezlude to or a
part of an operation.

ff. Successful operational employment of scout dogs shovld be re-
zorted and disseminated promptly and widely. By so doing commanders and
troops will gain confidence in the effectiveness of mflitary dogs.

3 Incl s/t DELK M. ODER
as Brigadier General, USA
Chief
DISTRIBUTIONR:

Special (Lessons Learmed)
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RVEAF MILITARY O PROCRAM OPGANIZATION

Authorized
Unit Assigoment Location Dog_Strength

Ist Scout Dog Platoom I Corps Da Nang 21

2¢ Scout Dog Platoom II Corps Pleikn 21

>J Scout Dog Platoon II1 Corps Bien Hoa 21

4z Scout Dog Platoon IV Corps Can Tho* 2i

Sth Scout Dog Plstoom CMD Saigon (SoVap) 21

*Planned location; presently at My Tho

'st Sertry “og Platoon 51lith Ammo Depot Co ) %)
41st Air Base )} Da Rang g)21
311th POL Depot Co ) 4 )

.« Seantry Dog Platoon 523d Ammo D¢vot Co ) 10 )
POL Sub-Depot Co ) Pleikn 7)2
62d Air Base ) 4)

.4 Seutry Dog Platoon 531st Ammo Depot Co ) Q)
30th POL Main Depot ) Go Vap 6) 21
332d POL Depot Co ) 6 )

:h Sentry Dog Platoon 50th Ammo Main Depot) Thanh Tuy Ha 12 ) 27
ARVN Mi]l Dog Tog Ctr) 9)

.th Sentry Dog Platoom Presidential Bde ) 10 )
RVN Ravy Hyqs ) Saigou 7)21
HES Co, ARVE ) 4)

oth Sentry Dog Platoon 234 Air Bssge Bien doa 21

-tn Sentry Dog Plstoon 30th Air Bacge Tan Son &bt 21

‘zlosure 1



TCE QK-103

{Fxtract)
LA N |
SCOUT DUG
FLATOON
' l i
e @ L]
. Bote 1 SCOUY DOG
PLATOOE BQS SQUAD
(3)
OFF: 1 MCO: 1 BM: 2 ot 3
' orr: O NC0: 1 EM: &
Persconel Acgmt: X
1 - plat ldr Military Dogs: 7
1 - plat sgt -
i:ww 1 - sqd ldr/dog hamdler
1 ~ ssst sqd ldr,/dog

handler

me‘wm: Eore 2

o 1 - st dog handlex

1 - XT Trk, &xé, w/trlr & — dog hemdlers

4 - pistol, cal .45 -
VYpne Uote 3

NOTES:

(1) Similar to (K-102, Military Dog Flatoom Hgs, wsed for Sextry Dog
Platcons. Information shown on this chart is identical for (K-102.

(2) Has been smemded in some locaticams to incinde ome 3/4T Trk, 4xé
either TLO or in additiom to the T Trk.

(3) Per sgu=d.

Inclogure 2



4. Directive, RVEAF JCS J3, Bo. 135/TDH/P3/1, subject: Pro-

vigiomal Mracties om @h 1) nf Qecent M ﬂ Jam &Zi
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| S. Directive, IVHAF JCS, subject: Temporsry Directive om the
Aduin of Military Dogs, uadated (19627).
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